gives a clear account of its origins. In the 1930's allegations had been made that the work of bus drivers and conductors was unduly exacting and injurious to their health. The matter was investigated by the Industrial Health Research Board of the Medical Research Council and Bradford Hill's report' was published in 1937. The statistical data available at the time were limited and incomplete, and the report was based on comparisons between illnesses of bus drivers and conductors lasting fifteen days or more in the years 1933-35, and those of tram drivers for the same period. As a result of conferences between representatives of the London Passenger Transport Board, the Transport and General Workers' Union and the Medical Research Council, the Board decided to strengthen its medical service and to make more satisfactory arrangements for recording particulars of sickness absence of members of its staff. It authorized the establishment of a Central Record of Staff Statistics, using punched cards, and records by this system have now been available since January 1948.
Dr. L. G. Norman, the Chief Medical Officer, and Mr. F. H. Spratling, Staff Administration Officer, describe how the records have been built up and how the data have been subdivided into broad diagnostic groups. It is encouraging to read that they are of the opinion that the diagnoses shown on medical certificates given by general practitioners are precise enough to justify their use as a basis for classification. A high degree of agreement has been found between the diagnoses by the London Transport doctors and those by the general practitioners.
Mr. F. H. Spratling contributes a closely reasoned account of the principles and methods followed in compilation of the statistics, together with explanations as to how they are to be used for comparison with other occupational groups. The major portion of the book (145 pages) is devoted to tables showing the actual and expected sickness-absence records in four main groups: (i) drivers and male conductors, central buses 1949-52; (ii) motormen and guards, London Transport railways 1950-52; (iii) male workshop staff, bus overhaul works 1949-52, and (iv) clerical and technical staff 1950-52. It is not difficult to agree with the authors that the study of the incidence of sickness and disease, in all its forms, is of the highest importance; and with their hope that the London Transport statistics will be used by others who work in this field in order to make purposeful studies of the incidence of sickness absence in different occupations and employments. It is rather a pity that the reader is left to make his or her own conclusions as to whether this first batch of figures shows significant differences between groups or suggests the presence of occupational factors. The effect of age on sickness, however, is clearly shown. The London Transport Executive and its staff are to be congratulated on their determined effort to put sickness-absence recording on a sound basis. Any worth-while treatise on this subject must therefore embrace practically the whole range of the specialty. It must also consider at length the fundamental physiological processes of the body and how they may be disturbed by anesthetic drugs and procedures, for only by a full understanding of these mechanisms may further disasters be avoided.
These criteria are fulfilled in this excellent treatise, which is far more than a mere chronicle of mishaps culled from the scattered literature. These many collected reports on the untoward sequelk of every type of anesthetic would in themselves make instructive reading, but their value is greatly enhanced by the author's wise comments on them. Much of our knowledge of physiology and pharmacology is derived from animal experimentation, but Dr. Keating is well aware that the conclusions drawn from such experiments are not always applicable to man in their entirety. He is careful to point out where our knowledge is incomplete, and here he is not afraid to make constructive suggestions based on his clinical experience. In the Preface this book is described as "an attempt to review the causes and to indicate the possible prevention of ... anesthetic accidents". In this purpose the author has succeeded admirably and this well-produced little book deserves to be widely read. Pitman Medical Publishing Co. Ltd. 1956. The title of this excellent book is somewhat of a misnomer, for it gives the impression that here is merely yet another advisory handbook for the woman expecting her first baby. In fact it is a scientific textbook designed specifically for "all who undertake the management of pregnancy", and being written from a very practical angle throughout, it forms an excellent general guide to this subject.
The most revolutionary change in obstetric practice in the past thirty years has been in antenatal care, and there is little doubt that the dramatic improvement during that period in maternal and foetal mortality is due mainly to careful medical supervision during pregnancy. Miss Barnes' book, based largely on clinical lectures to students and pupil midwives, gives the most complete account to date of how a pregnant woman should be cared for from conception to delivery. Almost every conceivable aspect of the subject is covered, from prenatal advice to radiological pelvimetry, and all are described successively and in a practical common-sense manner.
In handbooks of this nature, a certain amount of dogmatism is inevitable, but some of the author's statements are possibly too emphatic. Few obstetricians, for example, will agree that "abdominal examination is not strictly necessary before the 32nd week," or that it is a good thing to use Hegar's sign as a test for pregnancy. It is also doubtful whether massaging the breasts for two months to express colostrum before delivery may not do more harm than good, and the dangers of radiography to the feetal gonads require constant emphasis to avoid unnecessary exposure. The book deserves general praise for its practical attention to the details of normal and abnormal pregnancy, and as such it will be invaluable not only to senior students and midwife teachers, but more particularly to general practitioner obstetricians, who will find here their complete vade-mecum.
Operative Surgery. Editors: Charles Rob, M.C., M.Chir., F.R.C.S., and Rodney Smith, M.S., F.R.C.S. In 8 volumes and index. (Volumes 1 and 2. Volume 1 Introductory, Surgery of Trauma, Abdomen (part); Volume 2 Abdomen (completion); illustrated.
£5 10s. per volume.) London: Butterworth & Co. Publishers Ltd. 1956. One has merely to glance at and handle these first two volumes of this projected 8-volume work to recognize that it has been conceived and produced on a noble scale. And the first task of any reviewer must be to congratulate both the editors and the publishers on this. In their introduction, the editors explain the principles they have followed. Operations are best learnt by watching, and therefore the principal emphasis of any operative surgery textbook should be visual. The text should be minimal, and largely explanatory of special points and difficulties. The work is chiefly intended for surgeons in training, surgeons working in an isolated community, and experienced surgeons called on to operate in an unfamiliar field. The potential surgical public is, therefore, a large one. The editors have chosen with care their contributors (judging by the contributors to these two volumes their choice will command general respect), and having done so they have largely relied on their judgment. Three subjects are dealt with in the two volumes now under review-Part I General Technique, Part II the Surgery of Trauma and Part III the Abdomen. Part I contains much that might be compulsory reading for house surgeons, e.g. the choice of ligature material, the technique of intravenous infusions, and the tying of knots; the author of the latter is surely a fisherman. The chapters on the Burst Abdomen and Radium Needle Insertion seem, however, rather out of place. Part II consists of an excellent series of articles on the treatment of trauma. Relatively small points of criticism are that only surgery is considered in the treatment of heart tamponade and no mention is made of aspiration; and that the debridement of wounds is stated to be contra-indicated if more than eight hours have elapsed since the wound was inflicted. In Part III on the abdomen, one notes the article by Tanner on Gastrectomy with all his numerous tips for dealing with difficult ulcers. And your reviewer found the article by Milnes Walker on porta-caval anastomosis a useful test, since it is not an operation he has performed or seen performed, and he would be much more confident in performing it now. In the chapter on partial hepatectomy, however, one is a little surprised not to see right lobe hepatectomy described as well as left lobe hepatectomy.
Full judgment on the work must obviously await the appearance of the further six volumes. But first reactions are that the editors and publishers are establishing their case, and one ventures the prophecy that the work will have a big sale throughout the world and in so doing will advance still further the prestige of Great Britain and of European culture in general.
